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The thesis presents a new formalized approach to modeling lexical field crisis in

Ukrainian and English. This research supports structural, systematic approach to the
studied lexical field in the above mentioned languages, applying graph and word matrixes
methods to analizing the units of the fields. The study has two major purposes: 1) to
investigate structural and semantic relations between the lexemes within the lexical field
crisis in both langages; 2) to demonstrate the usage of all words of the lexical field in the
news texts, revealing their frequency level, typical collocates, functioning of the
polysemous words.

The first chapter reveals the notions of lexical system, lexical field, lexical meaning
and seme in modern linguistic studies. The results prove that the main goal of the lexical
field is the adequate representation of any part of reality or complex of concepts, referring
to the defined sphere of human experience. Thus, a language is addressed as an
intermediary conceptual zone between human consciousness and reality.

In the second chapter the material and the methods applied in the thesis were defined.
On the basis of graph and word matrix approaches the units of the fields were represented
in semantic maps, matrixes for illustrating their direct and indirect relations, polysemous
words and highly functional semes. The functional aspect of the study aimed at testing
frequency of the lexemes in the news texts with the help of WordSmith Tools (2013)
programme.

In the third chapter the common and distinctive features of the lexical field crisis in
Ukrainian and English are revealed on the basis of researching the semantical and
structural relations between the elements. As a result of the decomposition analysis, both
fields demonstrate complex structure – nine subfields in each language illustrating core of
the field, near core zone and periphery. The differences demonstrate the quantity of words
in the fields and their semantic structure, paradigmatic relations between the lexemes and
types of oppositions within the fields’ systems, the representation of graph maps and
semantic centers in contrasting lexical-semantic fields.

In the fourth chapter the focus is on the functioning of the words of lexical field crisis
in the news texts. As a result of statistical measuring of each lexeme’s frequency level all
words were classified into the groups of high, medium and low frequency lexemes. The
resuls helped to demonstrate the words of high demand for presenting the notion of a crisis
in the Ukrainian and English news texts. The common feature relates to the high frequency
of the words belonging to the subfields political crisis and identity crisis. The most
polysemous words appeared to function in the corpus. The context analysis of the usage of
key words crisis,  in the news texts indicates the highest representation of the words
denoting meanings of economic crisis and political crisis.

Keywords: lexical field, lexeme, seme, word matrix, graph, semantic center,
paradigmatic relations, opposition, direct and indirect relations, usage frequency,
collocates.
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